Isolation of mycoplasmas from bovine semen in Northern Ireland.
In a survey of 332 fresh and 137 processed bovine semen samples and 25 preputial washes, mycoplasmas and, or, ureaplasmas were isolated from 46 per cent, 31 per cent and 80 per cent, respectively. Intermittent isolation from different semen collections from the same bull indicated that at least three collections per bull were necessary to determine whether infection was present. When stored processed samples were examined Mycoplasma canadense and M bovigenitalium were isolated from straws taken as long ago as 1975. Addition of lincomycin and spectinomycin to the semen extender eliminated the isolation of mycoplasmas and reduced the rate of isolation of ureaplasmas.